
From Your Temporary Shepherd ~ 

  

Several of my facebook friends are doing November Thanksgiving lists, in which 
they post something they are thankful for every day of the month I've thought of 
doing this, as I definitely have at least 30 I am thankful for - but I'm just not that 
organized. However, it does prompt me to think of all that I am grateful for this 
year, not the least of which is being invited to serve as interim pastor of this 
wonderful church. I am grateful for the excellent staff, the gifted and faithful 
leaders with whom I am privileged to work, and all those who serve in any way to 
make Trinity the great church that it is. 
  
Every church's story is different - and Trinity has a story. Every church has an 
identity - and Trinity has an identity. Is Trinity perfect? No church is. Are there 
things that I would change if I were here long enough to earn your trust? Of 
course. But despite your financial challenges and your grief over the departure of 
your pastor, I see signs of great health and vitality. In your ministry and mission 
during the last six months, you have not missed a beat.   
  
During this season of giving thanks, whether it's one blessing every day or a 
general attitude of gratitude, don't forget to thank God for your church, and for all 
those who faithfully serve day in and day out. Give thanks to God who calls the 
church into being, who guides and inspires us to follow the ways of Jesus. Give 
thanks for all those who enrich your lives simply by being in them. 
  
I am grateful also for those of you who have offered to have me overnight this 
year. This is a great help to me as I hope to practice better stewardship of my 
time and resources, both mine and the church's. And with winter on the way, the 
weather may be a challenge as well. (But wow, haven't we had a most beautiful 
fall?) I am hoping to stay over at least twice a month, and with the number of you 
who have volunteered, I (hopefully) won't be over-staying my welcome in any one 
place. 
  
Last week, I stayed over with one family after the Deacons meeting, so I could 
watch the Sox win the World Series, and arose in the morning after everyone had 
left for work. As I was drinking my coffee, I flipped around on the TV channels, 
hoping to find some of the celebration on the news. I went up and down the 
channels, looking at various things, when something happened: I realized, to my 
horror, that I was watching myself on TV! Yikes! I happened to come right into 
the children's message about tithing - encouraging the children to put one penny 
out of 10 in the offering plate.  
  
There's a reason most pastors don't watch themselves on TV - we're either 
painfully reminded of all the weight we've gained and vow to get back to the gym, 
or are embarrassed by how many (or few) hand gestures we use, or how much 
we lean on the pulpit, or look in the wrong direction, or drop our voice at the end 
of a sentence, or a dozen other vices that plague even the best preachers. Yet 



there I was, mesmerized, and I couldn't look away. I actually stayed with it 
through the Offering, the Scripture, and most of the sermon on the meaning of 
stewardship, and how much Jesus mentioned it when he was on earth. I was 
hearing again, from my own mouth, the importance of giving ourselves, our 
possessions, our talents, our time, our very lives, away. It was pretty weird, 
actually.  
  
Sunday we're back to the second part of that message as we conclude 
Stewardship season at Trinity. There's a reason that this season is followed by 
the season of gratitude. It is out of our thanksgivings, our grateful hearts, that we 
remember all that God has provided for us - and all that we are called to share in 
Christ's name.   I encourage each of you to be in prayer as God is leading you to 
make a commitment to Trinity this week.  
  
I look forward to being with you as we turn in our pledge cards together, and as 
we anticipate the special seasons of the year that are to come. Each day's 
gratitude reminds us of God's gifts, and how very blessed we are! 
  
See you in church, 
  
Pastor Jerrie  

 
   

Outreach Ministry ~ 
 
Thank You for Feeding the Hungry! ~ 
 
Sunday, October 20, 2013 the Northborough Jr. Women's Club and Weepin 
Willy's (produce) provided the lunch for Worcester Fellowship. Thank you Martha 
Michalewich, Mary Kemp and Cheryl Silverberg for leading the effort, and thanks 
to Michael Michalewich, Viki and Keith Paquette and our Sunday School children 
for making the lunches. We appreciate your caring! 
 
On Sunday, December 15, your Outreach Ministry Team will be providing lunch 
for Worcester Fellowship. We could use folks to help us make the lunches and 
worship on that Sunday. Also, donations of white socks would be very helpful. 
Please contact Dave Chin, Outreach Ministry Team, at 508-393-7133 or 
dgarychin@yahoo.com.  
  
 

Property / Finance / Fundraising News  ~  
   
iGive Donation Challenge - Time Running Out! ~ 
 
Visit www.iGive.com/TrinityChurchofNorthborough and register to become a 



member. Shop at one of the site's online stores and a percentage of your 
purchase price will be sent to Trinity. 
   
Through November 12, 2013, Trinity Church earns an extra $5 for new 
supporters at iGive who make at least one purchase. That's in addition to the 
normal donation amount. Each new active member means $5+ for Trinity 
Church...Time is running out for this opportunity for free and unrestricted funds 
for Trinity Church. 
   
Contact Jean Leif if you have questions, jeanleif@yahoo.com.  
 
   
Mystery Dinner Theater A Hit! ~ 
 
Thanks to everyone who attended our 
Mystery Dinner Theater on October 26th,   
Hi-Jinks on the High Seas. A great time 
was had by all ~ lots of laughs, a delicious 
menu, much fellowship and the cast was 
hilarious! 
   
Thanks to everyone who had a hand in 
making this a hit! 
   
 
  
Kitchen Update ~ 
 
We are please to report that we have purchased a new refrigerator for the 
kitchen. If you haven't seen it yet, stop by and check it out. The old one was on 
its way out, and we got a great deal from a local merchant that couldn't be 
passed up! 
   
Also, a big thank you to Rae Carlsen for cleaning the kitchen to get it in shape for 
the Mystery Dinner Theater. 
   
Now we are asking all users of the kitchen to PLEASE help keep it clean by 
doing the following: 
   
- Wipe down counter tops and sinks after each use 
- Wash and put away all dishes, utensils, pots and pans 
- Label (with name and date) all food left in refrigerator and  
  freezer. Anything not labeled will be thrown away. 
- Do not leave food behind (either in the fridge or on the counter) for others to 
use unless they know you are doing so, and it is clearly labeled. 
   



Thank you for your cooperation and assistance in keeping the kitchen in good 
condition for all to use and enjoy. 
   
Nancy Robbins 

 

Men's Fellowship Meeting ~ 
 
Men's Fellowship is inviting the congregation to join them on Saturday, 
November 16, to hear Noelle Datillo, a candidate for UCC ordination, talk about 
her experiences in prison ministry. 
 
They will meet, as usual, at 8am for breakfast and then move into their 
discussion. 
 
Noelle created and lead a spiritual formation / meditation group for the men at 
MCI Concord for 2 1/2 years. Over the past few years, she has become 
interested in supporting the prisoners as they re-enter society. Most recently, she 
has started mentoring women who are leaving the women's prison in 
Framingham. 
 
Noelle says she got involved in prison ministry when some friends invited her to a 
weekend program at which they volunteer. She only went in for a few hours but 
was so impressed with the program and so strongly impacted by the experience 
that it stayed in her mind for many years before she began volunteering at 
Concord. 
 
She says that prison ministry has been one of the most rewarding ministries she 
has participated iin. In the process, she has discovered that she has grown, 
spiritually and emotionally, as much as the people she is trying to help. 
 
We offered to pay Noelle for presenting her talk, however, in lieu of payment she 
requested that we give a donation to Worcester Fellowship. So, we will collect a 
free-will offering at breakfast that will go to Worcester Fellowship. 
 
Since this meeting is being advertised to the whole congregation, we would 
appreciate it if you would RSVP to the church office or Tom Danforth, 
tomdan4@gmail.com if you are planning to attend, so we can get an estimate of 
the number of people for breakfast. 
 
We hope to see you on the 16th. 
 
 

Pastoral Care ~ 

  

Our Nursing Home Ministry will visit Coleman House on Tuesday, November 19 



and Beaumont of Northborough on Tuesday, November 26. Our November 
theme is "Thanksgiving and Favorite Foods" ~ Psalm 100. Join us at church to 
carpool at 2:15pm or in the lobby of the nursing home for 2:30pm. Contact 
Jennifer Critchlow if you are interested in this ministry, critchlow@verizon.net, 
508-393-9064. 

   

Chi-Rho / TYF ~ 
 
ReachOut Worcester ~ 
 
The Robbins family, John, Mary, Megan & Johnny, will be heading to ReachOut 
Worcester on Friday, November 8 to Saturday, November 9. All adults and youth 
ages 13 and over are welcome, and there's still time for you or someone you 
know to come along! The cost is $28 per person, which can be covered with Chi-
Rho/TYF funds if needed. Trinity is one of four churches participating! 
 
Also, if you have ADULT winter coats, hats, gloves, blankets, and/or sleeping 
bags, in good condition and sturdy enough for folks who may be spending the 
majority of their day and night outside, please let Mary Robbins know, 
maryrobbins@verizon.net, as clothing will be offered to people in need on the 
Saturday morning of ReachOut Worcester. 
 
 
Chi-Rho / TYF Meeting ~ 
 
The next meeting of our youth groups will take place on Sunday, November 10 at 
6:30pm. Plans are to pull together a schedule for the remainder of the year and 
play 'sardines'! Hope you can make it! 

 
   

Festival of Wreaths ~ 

   

Songs of the Season! ~ 
 
'Songs of the Season', this year's theme for our Festival of Wreaths, is sure to 
inspire many beautiful and one-of-a-kind creations! 
   
If you would like to create and / or sponsor a wreath in this year's festival there's 
still time. Or perhaps you know of a business who would like to be involved 
through sponsorship - please call Adrienne Cost at 508-393-0544 or JoAnne 
Miller, 508-843-9035. 

 
   



'How to Reach New People' Seminar ~ 

   

Many of you have heard about the workshop that four of us attended on the last 
weekend of Sept. "How To Reach New People" was held in Framingham over a 
Friday evening and Sat. Nine churches in Mass. participated in this, three of 
whom are in an interim time between pastors. Rev. Paul Nickerson led us in 
several exercises, beginning with how the world, and church culture, has 
changed over the last 50 years. No longer do people come to a new church 
because the doors are open and we have a nice service. Most numerical growth 
happens now by invitation, and by going out into the community - connecting with 
others - finding common interests - forming relationships. 87% of people who visit 
a church and stay do so because someone invited them.  
             
He presented some sobering statistics about the number of churches that close 
each year - 125,000 closed between 1990 and 2010 in the U.S. - as well as the 
high percentage of people with no church connection. He gave examples of how 
we can connect to the community, and took us through some exercises of how to 
do this in our specific churches.  
             
While many of the facts were not new to us (we know the church of today is not 
our parents' church), he had a different perspective on the issue of church 
growth, and some good ideas that would make a difference in the life of the 
church. At the end of the seminar, each church made an "Action Plan" for six 
months, in order to follow up. We will do some assessments of church health, 
look at our goals for the coming year and focus on some of the issues pertaining 
to the pastoral search.  
             
This is an exciting time to be at Trinity! And the potential of welcoming new 
members and sharing the joys of this church family is exciting as well. You will be 
hearing more from us - but please feel free to share any questions or concerns 
you may have with any of us.    
             
I am so grateful to Wade Robbins, Linda Corbett, and Cheryl Silverberg for giving 
up their weekends and putting the time and energy into this seminar. It was 
definitely time well spent. Below you will see some of our impressions of the 
seminar. Pastor Jerrie 
  
"I felt that the workshop gave us some techniques and ideas for merging our 
activities outside of church with our church family. The instructor gave us many 
examples of this simple change creating a more vibrant and engaged church." 
(Wade) 
  
"I thought the seminar was very informative. Paul provided a lot of information 
about what works and what doesn't. We found out that some of the initiatives that 
we've talked about at Trinity to try to attract new members are things that most 



likely are not going to help, which was quite interesting. Having members from 
other churches attend and provide input was helpful also." (Linda) 
  
The speaker, Paul, was very personable and enjoyable.   He gave a lot of info 
about the things that don't work about growing a church, and had a lot of funny 
anecdotes about some of the inventive ways churches have reached out. I was 
very surprised by the facts he gave about the shyness of people inviting others to 
church. This should be a great tool when we decide to join in." (Cheryl) 

 
Sunday, November 10 

Pledge Sunday 
"Trinity Tithes" 

Mark 12:41 - 44 
 

Be sure to bring your pledge card to put in the offering. Please see Rae Carlsen or 
Pastor Jerrie if you have not received one. 

   
Sunday, November 17 

"Pressing On" 
Philippians 3:12 - 16 

   
Sunday, November 24 
Thanksgiving Sunday 

"A Thanksgiving Prayer" 
   

Sunday, November 24 
Ecumenical Thanksgiving Service 

Join the Northborough Interfaith Clergy Association for this years Thanksgiving service, 
4pm, to be held at the Seventh-Day Adventist Church, 30 Brigham St., Northborough, 

MA ~ 
Hosted by the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints and Seventh-Day Adventist 

Church. 
   

Advent begins December 1 
   
  

Trinity's 'Quilt' Drawing 

 

On Sunday, November 10 after worship, the two beautiful quilts that were made this 



summer will be raffled off! Tickets are $1 each and 6 for $5. Contact Sharon Chin if you 
haven't already purchased yours, slchin79@yahoo.com, 508-393-7133. 

Don't miss this opportunity to own a beautiful quilt and to raise money for the church.  
 

   

Worcester Fellowship Reception 

 

You are invited to attend the reception for Worcester Fellowship, Inc., as a Local Church 
of the United Church of Christ ~ Sunday, November 10 at 1pm ~ to be held at the 

Worcester City Hall, The Common (behind City Hall), 455 Main Street. Please dress 
warmly for outdoor service, which will take place following lunch at 1pm. 

 
  

Birthday / Anniversary Info 

 

Don't forget to forward us your 'birthday/anniversary' info for the list we are compiling 
here in the office. You may send yours by email, or write it down and pass it along to 

Pastor Jerrie. 
Thank You! 

 
  

Northborough  
Food Pantry 

 

Please remember the Northborough Food Pantry during this upcoming holiday season. 
They are in need of non-perishable food, any kind. Microwaveable foods are especially 
welcome. If everyone brings one or two items to worship, it would be a big help to them. 

Thank You! 
 
  

Ordination Service 

 
Mark your calendars now for the ordination service for Georgeanne Bennett, December 
14, 1pm at The First Congregational Church of Natick. Georgeanne would so love to see 

her Trinity friends in attendance! 
 

 

  



WAMS Winter Film Series 

 
The WAMS Winter Film Series offers coffee and conversation for those who want to 

know more and do more about issues that are affecting the sustainability and future of 
our neighborhoods, communities and planet. 

 
Join us on Thursday, November 21, 6:30 - 9:30 pm, The Sarah Wyman Whitman 

Gallery, 6 Institute Rd., Worcester. 
 

The films / discussion facilitators for this evening are On the Edge: Homlessness in 
America - Writer/Director Diane Nilan will be in attendance to introduce and discuss her 

film. 
Julie Stanwood, President of Northboro-based Friends of Families in Transition (FIT) 
and staff from the Central MA Housing Alliance Rapid Rehousing Program will join 

Diane's discussion of efforts to end family homelessness. 
 

   

A German Requiem 

 
Join the 'Assabet Valley Mastersingers' as they begin their 36th season with Brahms' 

German Requiem, one of the best loved and most popular of all choral works.  
Sunday, November 10, 3:30pm at Algonquin Regional High School, 79 Bartlett Street, 

Northborough. 
Ticket prices: 

$25 General Admin.; 
$20 Seniors/Students; 

$3 discount for advance purchase! 
For more information call 978-562-9838, 

www.AVMsingers.org. 
 

   

Country Store Fair 

 
Join the fun! 

Northborough Senior Center Annual 
Country Store Fair! 

Saturday, November 23 
10am - 3pm, 



119 Bearfoot Road, 
Northborough 

 
Free Admission! 

Everyone Welcome! 
Lunch served from 11am to 1pm. 

 
Baked Goods, Preserves, Gifts and Surprises from Grandma's Attic! 

 
Sponsor: Friends of the Northborough Sr. Ctr. 

 
   

 Annual Report 

Info 

It's that time of year again! 
Mark your calendars! 

ALL Annual Report Info is due in to the church office no later than Sunday, December 
22, 2013. 

Your help is appreciated! Please respect this deadline date.  
 

   

 Thanksgiving  
Table Prayers 

Before the Meal ~ 
   

Together we praise you, Almighty God, for that is what you desire - that your children 
love one another, that your family gather together, that your people work with each other 
toward one eternal goal. Together we bless you - for all we have and are. Bless our time 

together, we pray, with your favor and presence. Together we praise! Amen. 
   
   

After the Meal ~ 
   

Together we praise you, O Lord, for all that was shared at this table - food and drink, 
conversation and affection. Thank you for this time, and for all your good gifts. Bless us 
as we leave this table. Empower us to spread the good news of your love. And bring us 

back together, we pray. Together we praise! Amen. 



 

	  


