
  

TIDINGS  April 2015 
A Word from Our Senior Minister ~ 

With God all things are possible! (Matthew 19:26 and others.) 
  
I'm not a fan of quoting Bible snippets out of context, but this is such a good one, I couldn't help 
myself - especially since we will soon be celebrating Jesus' resurrection from the dead. 
With God all things are possible! 
The snow has actually begun to melt and some people have seen first signs of spring.  
With God all things are possible! 
I hope you will join us on this journey of discovering together what we can do with the help of 
God. You all continue to impress me with the many gifts that you have individually and as a 
church, and with the many activities you are involved in.  
Let me share with you a few of my "works in progress". If you have suggestions or helpful 
information with regards to these, please contact me! 

• A few of us are thinking of a way to reach out to new residents in Northborough and 
provide them with information about our church. (How do we find out who moved in 
where?) 

• We are currently working on updating our website, adding information about our staff, 
groups, leadership, upcoming events and new photos. When you plan a church event, 
please let either Jean Leif or myself know so we can post it. Keep checking back on our 
website and let us know what you think! 

• Once a month we will be offering Worship for All Ages, with children and youth invited to 
stay in worship. These services will be more informal and interactive to keep everyone's 
attention. The reason is that children need to learn "church" is not just for adults! This 
may take some getting used to on their part and yours as parents/grandparents, but I 
hope you will give it a chance and find that the time spent in church together can be very 
meaningful. I am confident that the adults will enjoy some more lively worship 
experiences as well. Our first Worship for All Ages was on Palm Sunday, with some of 
our youth re-enacting parts of the passion story. The next one will be April 12, with an 
infant Baptism, and May 17, "Led by the Spirit". If you have some creative ideas for 
worship or are interested in being part of a planning team, please contact me. With God 
all things are possible - even in worship! 

• I am planning an open jam session for anyone who plays an instrument and/or sings and 
is interested in trying some contemporary Christian songs. Where we go from there 
remains to be seen, but I want to tap into the musical talent that is represented at Trinity, 
including our own music director.  The first date will be either Saturday, May 2 or 9, in the 
afternoon. As soon as the date has been set, we will let you know. 

  
It has been good to get to know some of you a little better through meetings, etc., but there are 
many that I only see on Sunday mornings (if that), and I don't always have the chance to talk to 
you. So I am offering three Meet & Mingle dates, hoping that you will be able to attend one. It will 
be good to spend some more time together where you can share your thoughts regarding what 
may be possible here at Trinity Church.  
The dates are Saturdays at 6 p.m., for desserts and coffee/tea: 
April 11 
May 9 
June 6 
  



Finally, let me put in a plug for Holy Week: 
  
Maundy Thursday we will meet in Fellowship Hall at 7:30 p.m. to share Communion in 
community, sitting at tables, with a simple meal (bread, cheese, grapes). 
Good Friday we will gather in the Sanctuary at 7:30 p.m. for a time of readings, music and prayer 
to reflect on the suffering of Jesus Christ and its healing powers. 
We will celebrate the rising sun on Sunday, April 5, at 6 a.m. at Tougas Farm. Please dress 
warmly, and feel free to bring your lawn chairs. 
Easter Sunday service will be at 10, with Communion, to celebrate our risen Savior. 
Please join us for any or all of these services to grow in faith, grow closer to God and to each 
other. 
Remember, with God all things are possible, and you don't want to miss out! 
  
One last comment that you will be hearing from me a lot (and some of you already have): I am 
assuming we all want Trinity Church to grow. We want to welcome young people, older people, 
gay people, straight people, people that have just moved into the area, people that have lived 
here all their lives, people of different economic and cultural backgrounds. 
It is highly unlikely that they are just going to drive by and say, "I think I will go to church there!" 
They are going to come because they heard someone talk about Trinity Church in a positive way, 
or even more likely, because someone personally invited them.  
I know you don't want to be pushy, and neither do I. But just mentioning that you like your church 
and that there are exciting things happening there is not being pushy. Offering someone a ride is 
not being pushy, or offering to meet them before church so they don't have to come in on their 
own.  
I just recently learned that the thought of entering a church causes some people physical anxiety. 
We don't know what they've been through. We don't know the possibly painful experiences they 
have had with churches. We just know that Trinity Church is a safe place to get closer to God and 
to other people, and we need to let others know about that.  
So talk Trinity Church up a little more. With God all things are possible! 
  
In Faith, in Hope and Gratitude, 
  
Pastor Valeria. 
  
  
  Women's Fellowship ~  

Women's Fellowship meets this Wednesday, April 1, following the Community Meal. We will be 
putting together Easter packages for the women veterans in Worcester. If you would like to 
contribute, we are thinking...nice chocolates, fun pens to go with journals that JoAnne Miller 
already has...anything you might think would be something wonderful for a female to make her 
feel special, and that someone cares. They do not have to be identical baskets, so anything you 
think would be great. We could also decorate some Easter eggs for them. If you think you may 
join us, please let Cheryl Silverberg know at cheryls11@verizon.net. You do not have to 
contribute anything.  
 
Mary Robbins also has a request for gently used clothing that would be of use to people on the 
street (comfortable, rugged, and/or waterproof). This is in regards to the ReachOut Worcester 
program that is taking place on April 11 and 12. (More information on this program can be found 
in the 'Youth Group' article below). 
 
Also, Dave Chin is coming to talk with us about a new mission project. He would like to see if 
Women's Fellowship would like to join in and possibly partner on this mission. This could be 
great, as it might help increase our membership and interests in church. It could also bring us 
closer as a church. 
 



Please think about joining us on Wednesday, April 1. This meeting is open to everyone. 
 
One more thing! Mark your calendars, as someone from the Northborough Garden Club will be 
attending next month's meeting to teach us how to do flower arranging.  
 
Bible Study Tuesdays ~  

Our Bible study is meeting again on Tuesdays, 10am, under the lay leadership of Barbara Dexter. This is a 
great opportunity to grow in faith and support one another in our daily joys and struggles. The group is 
open for suggestions of passages or topics to discuss. Other facilitators will also share their thoughts in the 
upcoming weeks. 
  
Please feel free to contact Barbara with questions, bccpd@charter.net.  
 
Trinity Coffee House ~  

Please come and join us at the first "Trinity Coffee House" on Friday evening, April  10 from 7 - 9 
pm, on the third floor of Trinity Church.  We are looking for performers, helpers, and an 
audience.  Performers can be acoustic musicians, singers, poetry readers, story tellers, 
etc.   There will be a $5 door charge.  Coffee and refreshments will be served with a suggested 
donation.   BYOM  (Bring Your Own Mug).   If you would like to perform or help out (we are 
looking for folks to make baked goods), please contact Janet Robbins at  email: 
thirdfloorcoffeehouse@gmail.com.    
   
 
 
Saturday Breakfast Fellowship ~ 

Men's Fellowship is going to continue to meet for breakfast and fellowship on the third Saturday 
of the month at 8am. 
 
We are, however, changing the name of the group to "Saturday Breakfast Fellowship", as we 
want all people to feel welcome to join us. We will continue to discuss current events, a recent 
sermon, a book, Trinity Church, or any other topic people bring up. Please join us for breakfast, 
fellowship, and discussion. 
 
The next Saturday Breakfast Fellowship will be on April 18. 
 
For more information or to add yourself to the Saturday Breakfast Fellowship email list, please 
contact Tom Danforth at tomdan4@gmail.com. 
   
Worcester Fellowship ~ 

On the third Sunday of each month Trinity participates with our mission partner, the Worcester 
Fellowship outdoor church. The Worcester Fellowship distributes lunch to the homeless at 1pm 
before their Sunday services. 
   
Join	  us	  on	  Sunday,	  April	  19	  at	  12:45pm	  ~	  remember,	  WF	  is	  now	  at	  the	  Spring	  
location,	  under	  the	  trees,	  on	  the	  plaza	  at	  Worcester	  Hall.	  See	  you	  there!	  
	  
Nursing Home Services ~ 

The nursing home ministry team currently consists of Buzz Hamilton and Pastor Valeria. More 
helping hands, singing voices and cheerful faces would be appreciated! We offer two brief 
Communion services ~ on the third Tuesday of each month at Coleman House, and on the fourth 



Tuesday, one at Beaumont of Northborough ~ both at 2:30pm.  This is a way for us to reach out 
to those who are no longer able to attend church services, and bring the love of Jesus to them 
and the staff. Please consider if you might be willing to support this ministry once or twice a 
month. We do actually have fun. 
 
For the month of April we will visit Beaumont on April 28, 2:30pm  and Coleman House on 
Monday, April 27 at 2pm (please note the date/time change for this visit). 
    
  
Christian Education News ~ 
  
~ The C.E. Team thanks Women's Fellowship, as they raised $393 from the last bake sale, and 
this can be used for confirmation, bibles, etc. 
 
~ The C.E. Team is in need of a K-5 Sunday School coordinator, and also teachers for next year. 
We will be using the same K-5 model as last year, with the exception that K-5 will now be invited 
to stay in worship one Sunday per month, which actually reduces our need for teachers. 
 
~ 'Campership' applications will soon be available. You'll find them on the Youth bulletin board 
and on our web page to download in the next week. 
Please contact Mary Robbins with any questions regarding C.E., maryrobbins@verizon.net. 
 

Youth Group Event / Upcoming Meetings ~ 

ReachOut Worcester ~ 
 
On April 11 to 12, Katie Miller, Johnny, and I will be attending ReachOut Worcester, an overnight 
program facilitated by Worcester Fellowship and the Worcester Area Mission Society, during 
which youth groups (ages 13 and up) and their leaders learn about individual homelessness and 
also sponsor a lunch and clothing giveaway. This is the third time this program has been offered, 
and each time we have had 150 or more people line up at the door on Saturday morning for lunch 
and clothing. 
 
Three churches including Trinity are participating and each is asked to bring items for the lunch 
and also to collect and bring gently used clothing that would be of use to people on the street 
(comfortable, rugged, and/or waterproof). 
 
We have a sign-up sheet at Trinity for the food items, and we are also hoping that Trinity folks will 
take a look in their closets and drawers for clothing that fits the description of what we need. Of 
course, people come in all shapes and sizes, but we especially ask for larger, comfortable 
clothing because many people look for clothing they can layer. Sneakers and boots IN REALLY 
GOOD SHAPE are also always a hit, as are jackets. 
 
If you wanted to purchase clothing for this event, the white socks that are a part of every 
Worcester Fellowship Sunday lunch/worship, and also men's underwear would be appreciated. 
 
 
Youth Group Schedule ~ 
 
Thanks to everyone who came to Youth Group on Sunday night (the 29th). We finally got to enjoy 
Pastor Jerrie's parting gift (yummy hot fudge). Thank you Pastor Jerrie! 
 
We also came up with the following schedule through May: 
 
April 12:  Youth Group will participate in the Cross Out Cancer bowling event at Sawyers. We will 



walk over together and will bowl as a group from 12 to 12:40pm, with Youth Group paying for one 
string each for each youth. 
 
May 3:  Youth Group meeting at Trinity Church 6:30 to 8:30pm. 
 
Weekend of May 15 - 17:  Lock-In / 30-Hour Famine / Walk/Run for the Homeless???:  We are 
trying to decide whether to participate in a 30-hour Famine from 12 noon on Friday the 15th to 
6pm on Saturday the 16th, in which case we would not participate in the Walk/Run on Sunday the 
17th, VS. a regular lock-in on the 15th that would allow us to also participate in the Walk/Run on 
the 17th. In the case of a regular lock-in, we would do some programming around food insecurity 
and make House Cookies to "sell" on Sunday as a fundraiser for the Walk/Run. 
 
Parents - please let us know your thoughts on these options. 
 
Thanks again to all the kids for their great enthusiasm and to their families for supporting their 
participation in this fun group! 
~ Mary Robbins 
   

 
   

Let's Talk! ~ 
"Let's Talk" is an opportunity to talk about our faith through the use of a video series, introducing us to an interesting topic 
and asking us questions about it. The first series helps us to examine our purpose and meaning of life. The first video is 
titled "Make the Most of Your Life", which is about an armless man who becomes a career guitarist. I want to meet this 
man! 
 
So come with me to meet this man on Wednesday, April 22 at 7pm in the Fellowship Hall, right after Community Meal. 
 
Dave Chin 
for "Let's Talk" 
   

China Travel - ETC Potluck Luncheon ~ 
By award winning producer / photographer, Sharon Chin! 
Come see and hear about the Great Wall of China, the Terra Cotta Warriors Site, cruise on the Yangtze River, an 
elementary school visit, and a sense of what it's like to live in China today! 
   

We will meet in the Fellowship Hall on Sunday, April 26 following worship. Bring a favorite dish to share, 
and bring a friend who might want to get to know our church family! Contact Dave or Sharon for more 
information, dgarychin@yahoo.com, slchin79@yahoo.com. 
   

FUN...draising Corner ~ 

Online Shopping through iGive.com ~ 
  
Remember, you can turn your online shopping into donations for Trinity Church. There are over 
1,200 stores like Amazon, Travelocity, Overstock, Macy's, Sears, Best Buy, etc., that donate to 
Trinity once you sign up. There are no costs, obligations, nor hidden fees. 
  
Breakdown Total from iGive 
2015 Year-to-Date $5.36 
2014 Total $130.19 
Total Raised (all years) $288.83 
  

• Use this link http://www.igive.com/gPQmXEq to learn how iGive works and to register. 



• Enter Trinity Church of Northborough for the organization. 
  
The more people that use it, the more funds we can raise for Trinity. Sharon Chin or Jean Leif 
can answer questions.  
  
  
Seeking Jewelry Donations  ~ 
  
If you have unwanted jewelry, please consider donating it to support Trinity's operational budget. 
The Fundraising Committee will be selling jewelry at Applefest and/or the Festival of Wreaths. 
Later, we will get together and clean / price the jewelry. Hope you will join in! Thanks! 
  
Donations may be given to Sharon Chin. Contact: slchin79@yahoo.com  
or 508-393-7133. 
 
 
Cross Out Cancer / Relay for Life ~ 
 
The Cross Out Cancer Team has two fundraisers coming up to raise money for the American 
Cancer Society. 
 
~ Sawyer's Bowling:  Saturday, April 12 from 12 - 2pm; $10 per string. 
Pizza and beverages will be on sale at the bowling alley. Sign up after worship. Don't miss this 
fun event! Bring your friends! 
 
~ Bake Sale at Rocky's Ace Hardware:  Saturday, April 25, 8:30am - 12pm. Bakers needed! 
Please drop off baked goods either at the church by 8am Saturday or bring them to Rocky's. 
 
Thank You...The Cross Out Cancer Team 
 
 
Mystery Dinner Theater ~ 
  
Thank you to everyone who was involved in the Mystery Dinner Theater performances.  From the 
director, to the actors, to the kitchen and set-up crews, to the make-up artists, decorators, and so 
on, it was a true team effort that required many people to make it such an enjoyable time and 
successful fundraiser.   The performances and dinners were both fabulous and a great time was 
had by all. 
  
Sincerely, 
The Trinity Fundraising Committee 
Sharon Chin, Linda Corbett, Adrienne Cost 
 

Save-the-Date! 

Installation of Pastor Valeria! 

On Sunday, May 31 at 3pm, Pastor Valeria will be installed as our Senior 
Pastor during an afternoon service with reception to follow. We hope you 
will plan to attend! 

 



Laurie Hunter 

for the Deacons 

   

Town of Northborough to Celebrate its 250th Anniversary Next Year! ~ 

The committee is planning a series of events, learning activities, social and cultural opportunities, which 
will lead to an expanded awareness and appreciation by all of the rich history of the Town of 
Northborough. Please contact Diane Wackell at dwackell@town.northborough.ma.us if you would like to 
get involved. 
 
For more information, please visit their website: 
www.town.northborough.ma.us/Pages/NorthboroughMA_BComm/250/index. 
Please think about how we as Trinity Church can be part of this celebration. What events could we hold at 
the church to invite people from the community? A master calendar listing all local events will be 
published. 
  
  
MBNS Support Group 
  
  
Married But Not Straight (MBNS) is a peer support network for women who are married to men but who are 
also attracted to women. For more information, please send an email towww.meetup.com. 
The group meets on the first Sunday of each month at 4pm. 
  
 Please note there is a date change for the month of April - meeting on Sunday, 
  
   

  

  

  Grief Support Group 
  

On the first Tuesday of each month, a Grief Support Group meets here at Trinity Church. 

Come to support and share with others who have experienced loss. 

   

  
Community Meal  
  
  
  Community Meal takes place every Wednesday evening at 6pm here in our Fellowship Hall.  
Each Wednesday there is a new community group hosting the meal. 
   
Please join us - All are welcome! 
   
 



   

Become a  
Host Family 

Marlborough High School has partnered with gphomestay's residential program! Together, they are offering 
an incredible opportunity to families in Northborough and the surrounding areas. If  you are interested in 
making a positive impact on the life of an international student and live within 30 minutes of the school, you 
may want to consider becoming a host family. You may learn more at their website 

www.gphomestay.com. 
 

Host families will receive a monthly stipend of $1000 and have access to ongoing support from local 
Residential Coordinators who can help with coordinating meeting your student upon arrival, keeping you 
connected with the school community, and mediating issues if they arise. 
 

Students come with their own insurance and spending money and stay for the academic year. There are 
also short-term hosting opportunities available.  

 

Contact Dave for more information at  

 dbrown@gphomestay.com 

or the host coordinator at 

781-996-0429. 

If you are ready to take the next step and fill out an application, please visit 
 
www.gphomestay.com/application4.html 

   

 

   

 
Get Your Bump On! 

You are invited to be a part of Northborough's first community fist bump! 

 

Sunday, April 12 

2 - 4pm 

Lalajava Coffeehouse 
Parking Lot 

290 W. Main Street 

Northborough, MA 

 

Famous Boston Bruins fist-bumper and cancer survivor Liam Fitzgerald needs the community's support as 
he will begin the chain reaction of a group fist bump to support the Leukemia & Lymphoma Society. 

 

Suggested donation for participation is $5 per person and will be collected at the registration table on the 
day of the event. Checks can be made payable to LLS with a memo of "Fist Bump". If you are unable to 
attend the event, donations can be mailed to: 

Liam Fitzgerald 



27 Overlock Drive 

Northborough, MA 01532 

 
In addition to Liam, the event will also recognize Christian Campero,  

Max Blasko and 

William Furgal, and all cancer fighters and survivors. 

 

 
 

   

TABCOM Annual Gathering 
April 24 - 25, 2015 

  
Save-the-Date for the Annual Gathering 
 
"Glow Grow Go" 
 
'Glow' - Churches desiring more health 
'Grow' - Churches desiring attractional growth 
'Go' - Churches desiring missional involvement and more progress 
 
Make your hotel reservations by April 8 to receive the special group rate. Please call the DoubleTree by 
Hilton in Leominster by April 8 to qualify for the special  group rate of $87 sgl/dbl plus tax. When you call 
978-534-9000 to book your room, be sure to identify yourself with the "TABCOM-American Baptist 
Gathering" group. 
 
 
   

The Louise Houle 
Town Cleanup 

Saturday, April 25 

7:45am - 12pm 

Rain date: Sunday, April 26 

 

Meet at the Melican Middle School, 145 Lincoln Street to pick up gloves, bags and street assignments 
7:45am to 10am, 

cleanup 8am to 12pm. 

 

Volunteers are invited to a free cookout at Ellsworth-McAfee Park on Rt. 135 starting at 12:15pm - food 
prepared by  

 The Knights of Columbus. 

 

Have a favorite area you like to clean? Sign up for specific areas on the website at: 

northboroughcac.weebly.com. 

 
   



 

   

Stephen Ministry 
 
 

Introductory Workshop 

 

A Half-Day Workshop Featuring: 

Session 1: Ministering to those experiencing grief 
Session 2: An introduction to Stephen Ministry 

Session 3: How to care in a distinctively Christian way 

 

Saturday, May 2 

9am - 1pm 

(check-in and on-site registration begin at 8am) 

 
Grace Chapel,  

 59 Worthen Rd.,  

 Lexington, MA 02421 

 

$15 per person OR $50 per congregation (four or more) 

 

Call 314-428-2600 to register or visit  

www.stephenministry.org. 
 

Registration forms are also posted on the bulletin board outside our church office. 
  

 

    

   

 


