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A Word from Our Sr. Pastor..... 
 

Jesus says: The Holy Spirit, whom God will send in my name, will teach you 

everything, and remind you of all that I have said to you. Peace I leave with you, 

my peace I give to you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let you 

hearts be troubled, and do not let them be afraid. 

(John 14:26-27) 

 

I hope you had a wonderful summer and are ready and excited about a busy fall 

at Trinity Church. 

 

Let me begin with a question: What do you need to feed your spirit? Take a 

moment to think about that. 

Now that we are all returning to our regular, crazy schedules, I encourage you 

to make sure that you feed your spirit. Whatever it may take to keep you 

grounded and connected to yourself, and to God. Is it worship? Music? 

Conversation? Service? Reading? Quiet time, or prayer? 

Give yourself, and God, that time, and let God feed your spirit.   

 

I would like to focus your attention on two themes this fall: 

Our youth, and our visioning process.  

Both need a little extra attention. 

We are looking at a different model for our Christian Education program. 

Please refer to Mary Robbins' article in this issue of the Tidings.  

 

Our goal is to make the time that kids spend in church meaningful and uplifting. 

We want them to learn about our Christian faith, but we also want them to 

experience community with people of different ages and generations. That is 

where you come in. We need adults who are willing to invest some time into 

building a relationship with our youth.  

Trinity Church claims be a church that loves and welcomes kids. YOU are 

Trinity Church. You are needed to love and welcome our kids! 

Please contact Mary Robbins or me if you are willing and able to get involved in 

this important and rewarding part of our ministry. We cannot do it without you. 
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Even if you can only commit to a few Sundays, please do. It will make a 

difference in our kids' lives, and in yours.  

 

The second theme is our Visioning process. You will read more about it in this 

issue, and in bulletin announcements, and hear about it in worship. We are 

going full force with three congregational meetings: September 25, October 23, 

and November 20. Please try to attend as many of them as you can. This will be 

a crucial part of the visioning process as we will focus on formulating Trinity's 

vision for the future (actually: God's vision for Trinity Church). Again, YOU are 

Trinity Church. We need your input, and your prayers.  

 

I look forward to seeing you all again soon. Let's feed our spirits, and each 

others', with the help of God!   

 

Pastor Valeria.  

 

 

 

 

Join Pastor Valeria at Festive Breads 
Chat with Pastor Valeria 

 

Pastor Valeria will be back at Festive Breads on Wednesdays from 8:30 - 10am (299 

West Main St. near Romaine's). Please join her for a cup of coffee or tea, and a chat!  

Worship Info 
Sunday Worship, 10am 
 

Sunday, September 11 

Back to school blessing and carnival. 

 

 

Sunday, September 18 

Special prayer service at 9am....join us for our Applefest festivities following the service. 

 

 

Sunday, September 25 

Congregational Vision Meeting with potluck lunch following worship. You are invited to 

bring a dish to share. 

 



Church Office..... 
 

Please welcome our new part-time Administrative Assistant to the office ~ 

 
My name is Graciela Kelley and I am very pleased to join the Trinity Church staff and I 

am really looking forward to meeting and providing customer service to all the Trinity 

Church congregation members. I am a proud resident of Northborough and I am also a 

busy mother to three beautiful healthy children and three cute pets. I love to give back to 

the community by volunteering at the school. I also enjoy giving back to the community 

by working as a Certified Health Care Interpreter in the target language of Spanish. I 

truly feel blessed and enjoy helping others. 

 

Graciela will be in the office on Mondays and Wednesdays, 9am - 4pm. 

 
 

September 'Mid-Month' News Blast ~ 

 

The deadline date to have your information in to the church office for the September mid-

month news blast is Sunday, September 18. Please email Graciela with your information 

attrinitychurch4@verizon.net no later than the 18th. Your help is appreciated. 

 

Worcester Pride 
March in the Worcester Pride Parade 

 

This year, a group of us will march in the Worcester Pride Parade, beginning at 11am on 

Saturday, September 10. We will also have a table at the Pride festival, promoting God's 

love to all people (12 - 5pm). Stop by and join the fun! Please contact Monica 

Osborn,monica.6163@gmail.com, for more information. 

 

 

Vision Team Update 
 

The Vision Team has worked hard this summer! As you may know, the team has 

interviewed several members of the community in an effort to better understand the 

community that Trinity Church serves. The team has also been working to plan for the 

fall. This fall, we will be asking the congregation to help us identify the church values, 
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create a mission statement, and a vision statement. This work cannot be done without 

your input! We will be holding three congregational meetings to work on this as a church. 

  

Please save the date for our first meeting on September 25th. In this meeting, we will 

work together to understand the core values of our church. Core Values are the basic 

beliefs that drive our ministry and meaning as a church. Values are timeless and are 

shared throughout the church. We hope that this meeting will help us clarify who we are 

as a church, determine the next steps in our vision process, and guide us as we make 

decisions in the future. Paul Nickerson, the consultant we are working with, has helped 

us to understand the importance of defining our values and how to work together as a 

congregation to identify those values. 

  

Our meeting will be held after worship, in fellowship hall. We will be having a potluck 

lunch! We ask that those who are able bring a dish to share. We hope that you can 

attend and share your thoughts with us. 

  

September's scripture passage is Luke 24: 13-16, 28-34. We have asked that leaders, 

team members, and the congregation read these passages and reflect on two questions. 

  

 How does God give vision in this scripture to God's people? 

 How might God give our church vision for the future? 

  

The Vision Team will not be successful without your support and input. We hope that you 

are able to attend the meeting on September 25th and share your thoughts with us. 

Please ask any Vision Team members any questions that you may have! 

  

Tom Danforth, Valeria Schmidt, Allyn Phelps, and Kelly Zajdel 

  

 

Christian Ed News 
Trinity Youth Sundays (TYS) and Feed Your Spirit (FYS) ~ 

 

September 11th marks the beginning of the "Sunday School" year -- This year, we are 

working toward an All-Church engagement with our kids.... Whether it's one Sunday or 

six, you will find it easier than ever to be involved! 

  

Understanding that adults are busy and that kids' needs are changing, this 

year's  program comes with a new name and a new schedule (see below); "Trinty Youth 



Sundays," or TYS, as we are calling it, will be offered anywhere from one to three 

Sundays per month. While continuing on a more traditional track for grades K-5, TYS for 

grades 6-12 will offer more of a youth group experience, with meaningful conversations 

and fellowship, service etc. 

  

On Communion Sundays kids will have the opportunity to experience Communion earlier 

in worship, after which they will be invited to head upstairs for a program we are calling 

"Feed Your Spirit (FYS):" a time of singing, discussion of a Bible story, prayer and 

sharing. 

  

Of course, to offer any of this programming we need your help! Trinity loves and 

welcome kids. Let's show it! 

  

We will need 4 adult volunteers on each TYS Sunday (One leader and one shepherd for 

K-5 and two leaders for Middle/ High School -- this allows 6-8th grade and 9-12th to 

separate as appropriate for a more age-specific focus.). We will need only 2 adult 

volunteers for each Communion / FYS Sunday.  For either program (TYS or FYS), you 

can commit to one Sunday, or as many as you wish! 

  

TYS Sundays include: 

  

September 11, 25 - Kim Corwin will lead K-5 both these dates.  

Other slots still open on the 11th; K-5 Shepherd still open on the 25th (6-12 will stay in 

worship for visioning) 

October 9, 16, 23 -- Jean Leif leading K-5 on all 3 Sundays; All other slots sill open 

November 13, 20  -- All slots still open 

December 11, 18 -- All slots still open. Possible Christmas pageant practice (11th) and 

pageant (18th); December 11  to include lunch together followed by Christmas caroling. 

January 8, 22, 29 -- All slots still open 

February 12 -- All slots still open 

March 12, 19 -- All slots still open 

April 9, 30 -- All slots still open 

May 14, 21 -- All slots still open 

  

FYS Sundays include (all slots open): 

  

November 6 

December 4 TBD 

February 5 

March 5 

April 2 



May 7 

June 4 TBD 

 

Valeria will be offering a training session for FYS and will provide you with an order of 

worship, including all content, and very little preparation will be required on your end. 

Please email her to let her know you are interested. 

  

C.E. will offer an overview of the TYS curriculum and Safe Church training on October 

2nd. In the meantime please email me at maryrobbins@verizon.net to let me know you 

can lead or shepherd before that and/or are interested in leading or shepherding after 

that. As with FYS, all TYS content will be provided. 

  

Thank you, 

Mary Robbins, C.E. Committee Chair  

 

 

Outreach News 
Worcester Fellowship Pasta Dinner ~ 

 

Come dine to support Worcester's Homeless - Worcester Fellowship invites you to an all-

you-can-eat pasta dinner, featuring penne, meatballs, Italian sausage, homemade 

sauce, salad, garlic bread, beverages and dessert. The cost is just $10 for adults, $5 for 

children ages 5-10, $3 for homeless individuals. Those under age 5 eat free. There will 

also be raffles and a silent auction. Proceeds benefit the homeless and interpreter 

services.  

 

Event runs from 5 - 8pm - Saturday, September 17 - Wesley Methodist Church, 114 Main 

St., Worcester, MA). 

All are welcome, including the LGBTQ and deaf communities (an interpreter will be at 

this event). If you haven't already purchased your tickets, please contact Worcester 

Fellowship,office@worcesterfellowship.org.  

 

Whoever would like to carpool, we will meet at Trinity Church at 4:15pm on the Saturday. 

 

 

Womenship 
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Womenship will not meet this month as they will be participating in the Applefest 

activities. Please stay tuned for info on the October meeting in upcoming bulletin 

announcements and the October issue of Tidings. 

If you have questions, please contact Cheryl Silverberg, cheryls11@verizon.net or 978-

602-4686. 

 

Pastoral Care Team 
Nursing Home Services 

 

Our September dates for our nursing home services are Tuesday, September 20 at 

Coleman House, 2:30pm and Tuesday, September 27 at Beaumont of Northborough, 

2pm.  

Please consider supporting this ministry once or twice a month. Your cheerful faces, 

helping hands, and singing voices are always appreciated! Please speak with Pastor 

Valeria if you are interested in this ministry, trinitypastorvaleria@gmail.com.  

 

 

Applefest / Trinity Crafters 
Northborough Applefest Celebration 

 

The Northborough Applefest Celebration is being held this year over the September 17 - 

18 weekend. On Sunday, September 18, there will be approximately 12 crafters selling a 

variety of handmade items on the front and side lawns of the church, from 10am - 3pm, 

which is the day of the parade as well. There will also be a 'Trinity' table with gently used 

jewelry, handbags and scarves for sale. This is the perfect opportunity to get a jump on 

your holiday shopping, so don't miss it! 

 

We will also begin the day together with a brief prayer service at 9am in the Sanctuary.  

 

Thrift Shop! 
'Count Your Blessings' 

 

Our 'Count Your Blessings' thrift shop will reopen on Saturday, September 10. 

Hours will be Tuesdays and Saturdays, 10am - 3pm. 

Please contact Linda Corbett if you have questions or are interested in 

volunteering,linda.corbett@earthbrands.com. 
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Save-the-Dates! 
 

Rainbow Dance! ~ 

 

Join us on Saturday, October 22, 6pm in the Fellowship Hall for another Rainbow Dance! 

Music (DJ) and refreshments. This is a Free event! All are welcome - all ages. 

 

Bobby Jo Valentine live! ~ 

 

Mark your calendars as Bobby Jo Valentine plays for us once again! Friday, October 28, 

7pm - An acoustic concert of hopeful, inspiring pop and folk. Free - donations welcome. 

Listen in at www.bobbyjovalentine.com.  

 

Mystery Dinner Theater ~ 

 

Our Mystery Dinner evening event is set for Saturday, November 5th. 

 

The Play: There will be "A Calamitous Night at Cranberry Cove" when word gets out that 

Jerry and Joan Dennison are thinking about selling their valuable beachfront home on 

Cape Cod. Their children, local politicians and nature lovers plot against each other to 

either sell, donate or keep the land! Adding to that, a local beachcomber searching for 

booty from old shipwrecks muddies the waters. 

 

We are still in need of 1 female and 1 male actor. We are also looking for help with set, 

lighting, sound, kitchen, set-up crew and clean-up crew, ticketing, advertising, programs, 

etc. We've had great success and lots of fun with these events in the past and are 

looking forward to doing so again! 

 

Please consider acting or helping behind the scenes. Rehearsals and preparations will 

begin this month, so we need to get our cast together soon. 

 

Please contact Linda Corbett at linda.corbett@earthbrands.com or 508-688-9392; or 

Fran Hemstreet at fhemstreet@gmail.com or 508-393-8965 for more info - we're anxious 

to hear from you!! 

 

Mistletoe Mart ~  

 

Our famous Mistletoe Mart Christmas fair is back and will be held on Saturday, 

December 3 from 10am - 3pm. The fair will include the sale of real wreaths and swags, a 
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'festival of wreaths' raffle, Santa's Attic (White Elephant sale), a cookie walk, multiple 

crafters (Trinity, as well as crafters from elsewhere), a delicious lunch, and a gift-wrap 

station. 

 

We're still looking for people to help out the day of the fair, so please let Linda Corbett 

know if you are available or view the sign up sheet posted. We are also looking for 

supply donations (the sooner the better). There is a drop-off box for the supplies in the 

hallway of the church (by the bulletin board area). Please view the 'wish list' posted on 

the bulletin board as well. 

 

Contact Linda at linda.corbett@earthbrands.com or 508-688-9392 with any questions 

and for more information. 

 

Central MA Baptist Association 
Annual Fall Meeting 

 

You're invited to attend the Central Massachusetts Baptist Association 

'Annual Fall Meeting', Saturday, October 1, 2016. 

 

Join us at The First Baptist Church of Fitchburg, 1400 John Fitch Highway, Fitchburg, 

MA 01420. 

Registration begins at 10am - Program begins at 10:30am. 

Lunch will be available at $10 per person. 

Contact Mark Bigelow, Treasurer, 978-342-5337 or msb080456@aol.com with 

questions. 

Church Community Activities..... 
 

Grief Support Group ~ 

 

A Grief Support Group meets at Trinity Church the first Tuesday of every month at 

7:30pm. Come support and share with others who have experienced loss. All ages are 

welcome. 

If you have questions, please contact Carey Rublesky at 774-258-1814. 

 

Community Meal ~ 

 

Join us on Wednesdays, 6pm in the Fellowship Hall. Each Wednesday there is a new 

community group hosting the meal. Please join us - all are welcome! 
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Worcester Fellowship ~ 

 

Join us this month on Sunday, September 25 as Trinity participates with our mission 

partner, the Worcester Fellowship outdoor church. WF distributes lunch to the homeless 

at 1pm before their Sunday services. Contact John Posluszny if you're able to help with 

the preparing of lunches that morning, johnposluszny@gmail.com.  

 

 

Local Community Events..... 
 

Northborough Library Events ~ 

 

An opportunity to help immigrants learn English ~ The Northborough Library has an 

English Conversation Circle on Tuesday evenings for one hour from 7-8pm. There are 

up to 8 immigrants who come together because they want to practice speaking. Most 

already communicate fairly well but need to improve. It is not a formal class but rather a 

setting of fun conversation. Helpers are needed. As a helper, there is no preparation 

involved. You would be there to add a voice and assist the facilitator. There is also the 

opening to be a facilitator but the immediate need is for helpers. Initially you would just 

sit in on a few sessions to see if you like it. It is only for an hour and is a much needed 

service. 

 

If you think you might be interested, please contact Jane O'Toole for more 

information,otooleje@gmail.com or 508-393-2893. 

 

 

A Conversation About Islam ~  

 

Join in for this presentation and discussion about Islam ~ Led by Shaheen Akhtar from 

The Islamic Center of Boston, Wayland, MA.  Tuesday, September 27 from 7 - 8:30pm at 

the Northborough Free Library, 34 Main Street. 

 

 

Quiet Day Retreat! ~ 

 

Enjoy a restful day with God in the company of others, walking the grounds or relaxing in 

the Nativity facility. You will be guided by 2 brief meditations and prayer services to draw 

you close to God, to rest in Him, to feel surrounded by His love and to listen for His still 

small voice. We are all "too busy" for this: that's exactly why we need it!  
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No experience is necessary - beginners are welcome! 

 

Church of the Nativity, 45 Howard St., Northborough 

Saturday, September 10 - 10am - 4pm 

Lunch - $10 (or Bring Your Own) 

Suggested Donation: $20 

Reflection Guide: Maureen Desilets   

 

 

9-11 Memorial Service ~ 

 

Sunday, September 11, 5 - 5:45pm at St. Rose of Lima Church (244 West Main St., 

Northborough). This is the 15th Anniversary of the 9-11 tragedy. Come for remembrance 

and prayer; come to honor all victims and first responders; come to pray for all who 

grieve lost friends and loved ones; come for healing and peace. 

 

A simple service with beautiful music, readings and thoughtful reflections. 

Let us pause and remember. Let us pray for an end to violence and seek new ways of 

peace. 

 

 

Daybreak...Spiritual Spa! ~ 

 

Catch your breath, relax and enjoy company with others and perhaps a few good laughs. 

Break away from your 'care providing lives' and give yourself a needed break. This will 

be a seven-week group meeting which will feature meditation, poetry, music, painting 

and coloring (just enough of each to awaken your inner creativity). 

 

September 16 - October 28, 2016; 1 - 2:30pm 

The Church of the Nativity 

The leader will be Barbara Dexter (2 Kent Drive, Northborough), Please call Barbara at 

508-393-6276 or the office of Church of the Nativity at 508-393-3146. 

 

 

Church Family..... 
 

In Our Thoughts and Prayers ~ 

 

~ Ned Carlsen, being treated for Kawasaki disease. 

~ Barbara Lewis, diagnosed with cancer. 



~ Millie Sanders, having leg issues. 

~ Marsha Sargent's husband, diagnosed with cancer. 

~ Barbara Sutherland, recently had a back procedure. 

~ The Yellick Family, recently had a fire in their home. 

 

With Sympathy ~  

  

~ Laura Ellis and family, whose mother passed away. 

~ Joanne Miller and family, whose stepfather passed away. 

~ Cheryl Silverberg, whose nephew recently passed away. 

 

If you know of someone who is hospitalized, ill, suffering from the loss of a loved 

one, or troubled in some way and in need of a pastoral call, please call Pastor 

Valeria at the church office, 508-393-8156. 

 

 

 
CONTACT US: 

 

TRINITY CHURCH 

23 Main Street, Northborough, MA 01532 

508-393-8156 

trinitychurch3@verizon.net (Colleen) 

trinitychurch4@verizon.net (Graciela) 

 

Pastor Valeria Schmidt, Sr. Pastor 

trinitypastorvaleria@gmail.com 

 

www.trinitynorthborough.org 
 

 Visit Us.....     

 

Trinity Church is an  

Open & Affirming / 

Welcoming & Affirming 

Congregation 
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